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VOORHEESVILLE — One 

morning in March, a group of 
third graders noisily filed into 
their public school. Soon there­
after, the familiar refrain of the 
"alphabet song" exuberantly 
reverberated throughout their 
classroom — not an uncommon 
occurrence" in your typical 
American schoolroom. How­
ever, the scene described is not 
set in this country, but in the So­
viet Union — in Leningrad's 
Public School No. 80. 

After witnessing these enthu­
siastic Soviet youngsters, sing­
ing their American songs and 
reciting their American poems, 
Robert Streifer, Voorheesville 
Central High School's Lan­
guage Department chairman, 
believes more strongly than 
ever, that children are our 
"window to the future." "What I 
found most exciting was that the 
Russian kids were very natu­
ral, all smiles, proud... fairly 
uninhibited — they represented 
to me, the new generation of So­
viet people," he said. 

Because of a 10-day business 
trip to Russia, where a team of 
Voorheesville administrators 
arrived in Leningrad to. meet 
with their Soviet counterparts, 
plans for an exchange between 
VCHS and Leningrad's School 
No. 80 have been finalized, the 
exchange'to commence in Jan­
uary 1991. 
- "It took about six days for us to 
hammer out the agreement," 
said Arthur Willis, VCHS So­
cial Studies Department 
chairman, and member of the 
entourage. Willis said the bulk 
of the trip was spent meeting 
with Soviet educational offi­
cials in Leningrad, Moscow, 
and Kiev. Both Willis and 
Streifer said they Were particu­
larly pleased with the manner 
in which Andrei Ibragimov, 
Vice Chairman of the Len­
ingrad branch of the Union of 
Soviet Friendship Societies, 
handled communication . be­
tween the two countries, prior to 
their arrival in the Soviet 
Union. 

Said Willis, "Mr. Ibragimpv 
is a very bright, talented 
man... however, I didn't expect 
him to understand exactly what 
needed to be done — and to do it. 
I - was quite concerned that 
things wouldn't line- up. We 
had a very hard .time' commu­
nicating between Albany and 
Leningrad, prior to the trip, I 
didn't realize how incredibly 
far-seeing Ibragimov is. . . I 
was enormously pleased to find 
that he had anticipated our 
every need, and every need of 
the people on that side. From 
then on, it was just a matter of 
sitting down and hammering 
out the agreement." . , 

Willis . said Ibragimov also 
brought in two key Soviet educa­
tion officials, without whom the 
exchange would not have been 
possible — Dr. Nina B'urkova, 
who heads the International . 
Department Committee on Edu­

cation,. Leningrad branch, and 
Dr. Irina Yakimenko, chair­
woman of the House of Young 
Pioneer (an organization 
which handles all interna­
tional- exchanges). 

The "deal" between the two 
schools was finalized on March 
27 and involves an exchange of 
15 students and four teachers. 
The Leningrad group will ar­
rive in Voorheesville in Jan­
uary 1991 for a three-week stay; 
Voorheesville will journey to 
the Soviet Union in April of that 
year. While visiting, Soviet 
students will be exposed to 
American education and 
culture by attending classes 
and taking field trips to historic 
points of interest. Acculturation 
to family life will be achieved 
through the home stay 
experience, where the Soviet 
teenager will "shadow the 
American host brother or 
sister," said Streifer. 

He said a committee is cur­
rently being formed to oversee 
the management of the home 
stay experience. The panel; 
which will include parents, 
community, and school mem­
bers, will organize.criteria for 
participation in the Russian ex­
change. Said Streifer, "We 
need to determine the qualities 
of young people, qualities that 
will lend themselves to being a 
constructive part of this experi­
ence, hot only as a host but as a 
participant overseas; also, to 
help identify the faculty who 
will be exchange teachers as 
well." Streifer said criteria 

. considered might include prior 
international travel experi­
ence, leadership qualities, and 
academics. 

"There's a committee form­
ing now, through Albany-Sch­
enectady-Schoharie BOCES, 
that Will be working with Dr. 
Custer Quick, BOCES superin­
tendent, and assistant superin­
tendent of BOCES, Donna 
Trautwein. We and BOCES 
will be developing a curricu-' 
lum in international educa­
tion, a program of study that 
would explore international 
culture through history, art, and 
language, and would use a 
team teaching approach. 

"What well jum to do is cre­
ate a curriculum that Will pre­
pare our students for the home 
stay experience... what kind of 
knowledge they'll need, arid 
what techniques they'll need to 
face the challenge, jbf being a 
home stay student," explained 
Streifer. "The philosophy of the 
program is to enable kids, in 
the future, "to function in a more 
global society, because of the 
demands that will be put on 
them." 

According to Streifer, 
"BOCES spearheaded the effort, 
partly because of financial rea­
sons... districts that participate 
in the program, through their 
superintendents, will actually 
receive, financial aid. BOCES 
is serving as' a support mecha- • 
ms'm for schools in general... 
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for involvement in interna­
tional education and as a clear­
inghouse for grants and other 
financial assistance needs, 
that would enable this program 
to reach the greatest number of 
students possible, at by far the 
least cost." 

Streifer continued, "Col-
aborating with BOCES does not 
mean a change in direction for 
us. It just means a facilitation 
of a task. It will also place a 
lesser burden on taxpayers... 
it's a very prudent measure, 
because of the financial 
payback districts receive from 
BOCES." 

Streifer stressed that the up­
coming exchange is not only a 
physical one, exchanging peo­
ple for people — but that it is an 
exchange of curriculum (ideas 
and methods), literature, and 
letters. He said a telecommuni­
cations link would be estab­

lished, by next year, between 
VCHS and School No. 80. A 
computer-to-computer elect­
ronic mail link will run from 
Voorheesville to the BOCES 
center; from BOCES to a 
satell ite station in San 
Francisco; from San Francisco 
to Moscow; and from Moscow to 
Leningrad. 

"With this technology, well 
have near:simultaneous com­
munication," says an elated 
Streifer. "For example, if we 
have a computer class at 8 a.m.. 
here, and send messages or 
other text to Leningrad, with the 
eight-hour time difference, at 
four in the afternoon in the So­
viet Union, there would be si­
multaneous communication." 

Streifer said the district may 
also utilize a "luma-phone". 
terminal, which incorporates a 
camera, telephone, and play-
back system all in one, en­

abling- correspondents to see 
each other, simultaneously, on 
a split-image screen, as they 
speak. (Scotia-Glenville Cen­
tral School is already using the 
luma-phone with a school in 
Moscow).' "This (commun­
ications system) is not an elitist 
activity," he stressed. "It's 
meant to open everyone's eyes, 
to encourage widescale part­
icipation." 

Plans are already underway 
for an American-Soviet penpal 
exchange. During VCHS's Hu­
manities Open House - last 
month, about 70 students signed 
Up requesting a Soviet penpal, 
related Streifer. The students' 
names and addresses were 
brought to School 80's principal, 
Ludmilla Shulyakova, who 
will locate students from the 
school's English classes for 
their Voorheesville pals. 

Streifer said what most 
excited him was the awareness 
and openness of the third-grade 
class, especially when the chil­
dren, who were unaware of 
their American visitors, were 
observed singing the alphabet 
song. "That really charmed 
me," he said. (Public School 
No. 80, a "magnet" school, 
begins English language 
instruction as early as the third 
grade). 

Streifer said the point that 
was most driven home, during 
the group's Russian excursion 
was the heightened awareness 
that the United States is a mem­
ber of a global community, and 
that today's children are indeed 
the key to peace and under­
standing among nations. "I re­
ally do believe that democratic 
changes in the Soviet Union 
will be irreversible if they're -
accomplished via young peo­
ple," said Streifer. 

"The Soviet people are very, 
warm, very outgoing. The dif-
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