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By Mltrhila Ubarti-Laaaiag 
GUILDERLAND - The 

mosquito aaaaon will soon 'be 
upon its. If you're a dog owner,' 
now is the time to have your pat 
checked for heartworm infec­
tion, whether the teat was done 
last year cr not 

It is crucial that dogs ba 
rechecked each and every year 
— and just as important that 
preventive medication you may 
have left over from last year not 
be adminiatered until the dog 
undorgoea a aimple blood teat 
that detects heartworm disease 
— the coneequencea could be ex­
tremely dangerous should-you 
fail to head this advice, accord­
ing to Dr. Edward Backer of The 
Animal Hospital in Guildarland. 

A aimple blood teat can detect 
the presence of baby heart-
worma (microfilariae) in a doga 
bloodstream, however the teat 
should be performed no later 
than April, as preventive medi­
cation is given during the 
mosquito saaaon, in this area 
from May. 1 through Dec. 1 for 
the daily medication, and June 1 
through Dec. 1 for the monthly 
preventative; .• 

Becker says blood teats for 
heartworm disease are "quite 
accurate, with an efficacy of 
around the mid 80s to very high 
90s." 

Should an untested dog, who 
has already been infected with 
heartworms, be given the pre­
ventive medication, Becker said, 
"There's a potential risk that if a 
dog has heartworms in its heart 

. that are adults, and you give the 
preventative, that can kill the 
worms in the heart very quickly. 
The (dying) worma would cause 
a mechanical obstructive prob­
lem in the heart and the pul­
monary artery in the lungs •— 
they're literally being pumped 
(into the pulmonary artery) and 
they can actually plug up those 
vessels — that's why it's so ' 
dangerous." ' 

Becker said permanent dam­
age could be done to the dog's 
lungs, primarily, and secondar­
ily; to the heart. The major 
symptoms of heartworm disease 
are lethargy and frequent 
coughing; 

Tranan.ise.on 
Heartworm disease is spread 

by mosquitoes. The Heartworm 
Committee of the Capital Diatrict 
VeUrinary Society describes the 
transmission process? •"When a 
mosquito bites and drawa blood 
.containing microfilariae from an 
infected dog, it becomes infected 
with baby heartworma. After 14 
to 21 daya, the microfilariae in 
the mosquito become infective 
larvae and are paaaed through 
the mouth parte into a healthy 
dog when the animal is bitten by 
an infected mosquito. 

"In the newly-infected dog, the 
heartworm larvae burrow under 
the akin and develop in the tis­
sues for 90 to 120 daya, then 
penetrate into blood veeeels and 
move to the heart where they 
mature into adult heartworma 
that live in the heart and adja­
cent large blood vessels. They 
are often 10 to 14 inches long. 
The adult female heartworm 
than gives birth to a new crop of 
baby heartworma that circulate 
freely in the dog's bloodstream, 
waiting for a free ride to another 
dog via the moequito. Prevention 
of heartworm disease ia baaed 
upon breaking thia cycle." 

If no microfilariae are discov­
ered, preventive medication is 
recommended- to safeguard 
doga against developing heart-
worm disease. Becker advocates 
putting doga on the medication if 
they are quteide for any length 
of time and eepecially for those . 
animals living near bodies of 
watei. • , • 

Although Becker said heart-
a bean a prob-

in this area ft* the laet IS 
he said the teaManea hae 

, that la no 

reason not to have your animal 
checked and given the medica­
tion, ha warns. Becker aaid in his 
practice he aaaa between three 
and nine cases pair year. He aaid 
the diaeaae haa been "pretty 
evenly apread throughout our 
area — with the exception that 
wherever you have water, you 
tend to have mora mosquitoes, 
therefore more heartworm." 

With the advent of Heartgard 
(the popular, preferred preven­
tive madication for over four 
years), incidence of heartworm 
diaeaae haa decreaaed, Backer 
aaid. He said the medication ia 
vary effective. "I've personally 
never diagnosed (the diaeaae) in 
a dog thafa bean on Heartgard. 
But I uaed to see it with the old 
heartworm preventative." 

Asked if if a possible for a dog 
to become infected with heart-
worms while taking Heartgard, 
Becker said, "Yes, it's poeeible, 
that'a why it'a eo important to. 
teat them. If your dog ia unlucky 
enough to be that one. in many 
thousand that atill got heart-
worm diaeaae on the preventa­
tive, by that time the adulta have 
developed in the heart, and. 
giving (the medication) again 
that apring could really do dam-
***? Treatment 

"There'a a very standard prî  
tocol for treating heartworm," 
aaid Becker. "It hasn't changed 
much over the. last four or five 
yeara. It'a very effective. What 
we're giving (doga) is an 
arsenical compound that very 
slowly kills the heartworms. We 
also give them supportive. 
therapy, like aspirin to prevent 
clotting, and antibiotics." 

The treatment (injection pe­
riod) itself takee 48 hours, aaid 
Becker, and animals in his prac­
tice are hospitalised for about 
four or five daya. Preliminary, 
testing ia dona to make aura the 
animal's livar and kidneys are 
functioning properly and after 

. treatment ceases, the animal is 
kept an additional day for ob­
servation. "If a a very serious 
disease — whan we diagnoee it 
(through the blood teat that de­
tects microfilariae) there are al­
ready adult (heartworms) in the 
heart, otherwise there wouldn't 
be babiee in the blood." 
. Becker said a new preventive 
medication, called Intareaptor, 
came but this year. "There'a one 
advantage to this — if the dog 
has chronic hookworm." (Hook­
worm ia an inteetinal parasite, 
commonly acquired outdoors in 
warm weather — bloody 
diarrhea and weight loaa are the 
chief aymptoma). 

Interceptor, given once a 
month, will prevent both heart-
worm and hookworm, aaid 
Becker.. 

He continued, "It'a important 
for people to understand that 
heartworm disease, in my 
practice anyway, ia a low-
incidence diaeaae. Doga are not. 
doomed to getting heartworm if 
they aren't on the preventative. 
But I do recommend (the 
medication)' because it's such a 
devastating diaeaae, particularly 
for doga who are outside a lot, 
being bitten by mosquitoes, or 
for doga who travel to other 
areaa where heartworm diaeaae 
is prevalent. If a well worth the . 
one pill a month." 

yCS second quarter honors 
Grade 7: William Baltis, 

Simone Bonneville*, Aliaon 
Bradley*, David Burch, Kevin 
Burna, Christopher Clarke*, 
Jesse Clement, Adam Cole, Jr., 
Kristin Conley, James Cooper*, 
Jennifer Delaney, Sean 
Devine*, Charles Fields, Kara 
Gibba*. Christopher Hackel, 
Eric Huang, Jennifer Kern, 
Jyll Klefbeck, Brian Lancor*, 
Lauren Leonard, Sean Man­
ning, Maria Maxxeo*, John 
McGinty*, Daniel Meeervey, 
Robert Nadratowaki*, Deborah 
O'Malley, Jennifer Pataah-
nick*. Kimberli Relyeay Gre­
gory -Sanderaon, Eliciaa 
Schachne, David Stapf, Larina 
Suker, Adrean Vinson*, Alli­
son Walter*, Amy Walker*, 
Kriatin Wilson*. 

Grade 8: Dawn Appleby*, 
Criatie Arena, Robert Baron, 
Scott Basal, Ariana Breiach*. 
David Burna*, Jamie Con-
klin*, Jamea Cook, Chriatina 
Crego, Eliot Creaawell*, 
Kriatin Dougherty*, Adam 
Fairbank*. Jason Fleah*, 
Chriatina Gaudio, Kelly Grif­
fin*, William Hillmann, 
Noah Kieaerman*, Chriatopher 
Killar, Jessica Knouae*, Nicole 
Lamofa, Darcey Langford*, 
Chandra .Lucxak*, Matthew 
Malark, Mary Murphy*, Cara 
Nolan, Jennifer Qatea*, Jen­
nifer PereOn*, Jeaaica Read*, 
Cheryl Renker, Bryan Rich­
mond, Nicole Roth*, Deniee 
Siver*, Amanda Terhune, Re-
becca„Terhune*i Jacob Van. 
Ryn*, Mary Vriniotis*. Anne 
Wojewoda*. ' N • 

Grade •» Rebecca Bvyden*, 
Jennifer Caaler, Rebecca Cof­
fin*, Douglas Condor, Meliaaa 
Cooper*, Timothy Derenxo, 
Victoria Feck*, Nicholas 
Iaroaai*, Megan McCartney, 
Michael McDermott, Samuel— 
Neff*. Kurt Pahl*, Craig 
Panthen, Jerry Parmenter, 
Bonnie Poliin*, Jill Price, 
Nicholas Primiano, Kriaty 
Race, Nicholas Ranalli, -
Richard Railly*. Kara 
Ralyaa*. Laurie Ritchie, Nicola 
Ryan, Jeaaica Schedlbauar*. 

Daniel Schreiber*, Jamie Seh*, 
Brian Smith, Mara Stain-
kamp*. Douglaa Wuttke*. 

Grade lOi Tara Angelo*, 
Stephen Cxiia, Tricia Doyle*, 
Lea Foeter*, Kriaten Gibba, 
Gretchen Giee*, Dabra 
Hoover*, Jennifer Houle, Hans 
Kieaerman*, Juliet Kraemer*, 
Cortney Langford*, Cynthia 
Law, Wendy Lehman, Elisa­
beth Lucia*, Aaron Lucxak, Ka-
trin Pakenaa*, Ranee 
Parmelee, Matthew Rah*, 
Kevin Ralyaa, Bradley Rock-
mora*, 8eth Rose*, Jamea 
Schryver*, Hannah 8pence*, 
Teri Stewart, Gregory Sulli­
van*, Backia Symula*, 
Michael Walker*. 

Grada l i t Laura Blanchard, 
Daniel Carmody, Ryan Carrk, 
Paul Clouthier, Lyra Colfer*. 
Noelle Criaafulli, CathyJo 
Dedrick, Kristen Foley*, Brian 
Goldatein*, Pamela Harms*, 
David Lancor*, Steven Lapin-
ski*, Eric Logan, Rebecca Lo­
gan*, Aliaon Meilinger*. 
Joseph Race, Kathryn Ram­
sey*, Heidi Schulti, Nicole 
Solomoa*. Erin E. Sullivan*, 
Andrew Symula, David Wash­
burn, Jaaon Woodin. 

Grada 11: Elian Barber*; 
Nicki Baaaatt, Dana Blackmer, 
Christine Blanchard, Mary 
Coatea*, Leah Collina*. Jen­
nifer Cooper, Kelly Donohue, 
Michelle' Doto, Adrienne Ford, 
Matthew Hladun*. Sandra 
Huang, Mareri Hubner, 
Matthew Jeffera, Michael 
Kaine*. Elena Keller*, Dianne 
Kiaaell*, Nicole Leach*, 
Michelle Liaboa, Tammy 
Loewy*, Dannie Lucia, 
Thomaa Martin, JodiMcFate*, 
Cheryl Murphy*, Anjanette 
Ohlerking, Michelle Paraao*, 
Heather Parmenter*, Laura 
Refro, Catherine Reilly*. 
Todd Relyea*. Todd Roekmore, 
Jill Bala, Robert Sarr*, Nicole 
Schaff*. HolH Shufelt, Judith . 
Smith, Meghan Smith, 
William Stone*, Ravin Tay­
lor*, Nancy Timrriis*. Theresa 
Wakefield, Mary WhiUley*. 
John Wojewoda* 
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