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Godfrey the goose finds a warm roost to rule in Knox 
By E U M B Leonard 

X N C q K - T i l cook youfc, 
fooie," it nqt a phrase youll 
b u r littered at the home of 
D»v« "arid tferri Mirabile on 
Dnimm Road in Knox. 

"When I t i n f found him/ I 
called, up.the neighbors to sedh 
if he belonged to them," said * 
Terri of their pet goose, God*" 
frey. " <W*'U 6e right there for 
him, heat up a pot of water,' 
.they all joked."' - - * , 
* On ^ a n u a f y o fifth, of ^ast 
year, Godfrey showed up at his 
newly-adopted residence dur­
ing a fierce snowstorm. "I 
thought he was a goner," she 
said of the goose, Dave 
Mirabile, who works for Sher-
pa Builders, prepared a warm 
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place for Godfrey in their 
garage, vqhere the goose still 

, goes w h e n c e needs shelter. 
1 Not knowing how to care for 
such" an aninfal, Terri asked 

. Guilderland > veterinarian Ed­
ward Becker, "Wha't do 1 feed J 
this^ thing?" She said%Dr, 
Becker advised'her to feed the 
goose chicken feed, lettuce, 
cracked cprn, ,and bre#d. God-

'*frtey likes to eat grass, too. 
And, of course, they need to 
ensure Godfrey has water each 
day. 
\ The Mirabiles had inquired 
at a wildlife-sanctuary about 
the wild goos,e, and the sanc­
tuary said they would take 
him. Bjit before long, "He,be­
came' part of the family," said 
Terri. 
i "In the summer, he goes 
down to the pond every night, 
but on cold, windy nights, he 
goes in the garage," saad Dave. 

One of Godfrey's ' favorite 
people is/ 12-year-old Jenna 
Mirabile, who, along with her 
15-year-old brother Nicholas, 
helps take care of Godfrey. 
During the warm weather, 
Jenna fills up a large bucket 
with water which Godfrey en­
joys sitting in when he's not 
in the pond 

Godfrey also likes following 
Jenna around the yard 

"The bird runs right after 
Jenna, just like in that movie 
Fly Away Home," said' Terri. 
"And when you call him, he 

comes 
, The Mirabiles named their 

I , The Enterprise — Eileen Leonard 
Honky-dory: Jenna Mirabile, 12, of Knox and her pet 

goose, Godfrey, both ducketi as they posed for a picture 
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pet Godfrey because, "We got 
him for free," said Dave 

In addition to getting along 
well with ' the family's dog, 

Sierra, and cat, Chunkman, 
Godfrey acts as a so-called 
"watch goose " 

''If someone driven or walks 

by,„you,can hear him," said 
Terri. In •fact,, "One ^time °we 
had a '.delivery ' m a n ' who 
wWdn;r^£bot . 6f> the 'truck." 
That's.'because4.'Godfrey was 
making .so mu Ĵw noise, y^ftile 

. the dog yrags res^ail*"'if ,a 
stranger approaAhe^podfrey 
honjcs and gets' v*ary vqc#B \ 

"He's vefy"^01 ^terpu^"' 'ex­
plained Dave <'fflte jmesh%.(at-, 
tack, but he'll honkand some-

^ i m e s hiss at strangers." » - . 
* Every- morning, around 5 

a.m., Godfrey m#kes nois.es-
similar to a rooster Thgm. 
around 7 a.m , he starts pedk-
ing on the< Mirabiles ' ' front 
door fpr his handout of>-s£al'e 
bread. ' , ; ' \ v v 

According to Tern, Godfrey 
was gone for a two-week pe­
riod last year. She took a walk 
in search of tym, and saw some^, 
wild turkeys and some wild' 
geese, a s suming Godfrey 
joined them ' 

Hgw*e¥er, being well-known 
in tfte neighborhood worked to 
his advantage because the 
children on the school bus 
spotted Godfrey 

"My neighbor captured him 
in a sack, and brought him 
back,"'she said 

Because Godfrey gets fed a 
lot, he js probably considered 
overwei'ght for a goose, and 
therefore unable to fly Whe,n 
approached b y e s t r a n g e ani­
mals, he flaps his wings in de­
fense J 

Somewhat Icomical looking 
with his brighjt orange webbed 
feet and large beak. Godfrey is 
there to stay — even if he 
doesn't lay any g6lden eggs 

"He rules the roost here, 
said the Mirabiles 
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Laudato back at helm as GOP chairman 
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fQJ mers and Others 

By Andrew Schotz 
GUILDERLAND — With 

unan imous suppor t , Paul 
Laudato reassumed the 'posi­
tion he gave up two-years ago 
chairman of the town's Repub­
lican committee 

With about two-thirds of the 
members of the committee pre­
sent Tuesday, Laudato was 
named to replace F Lee Jones, 
who anrtounced earlier this 
month that he was resigning 

. Hiram Eberlein, the commit-/ 
tee's vice chairman, said that a 
voice vote was taken and *no 
one voted against Laudato. 
Because jhe expected at least 
some opposition, Eberlein char­

acterized the mood of the 
meeting as "quiet " f > 

"The longei t h i ngs go 
smoothly, the better it is for 
the organizat ion," Eberlein 
said 

The Guilderland Republican 
Committee has- been divided 
lately as top officials >have crit­
icized Republican town 'board 
members Anne Rose and Ti-1 

mothy Sheehan. mainly for 
making-appointments that the 
party has disagreed with 

Sheehan has said he is pie-
pared to run for re-election in 
November even if the party 
doesn't support hirn, and is 
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working on a slate of candi­
dates to join him L 

Laudato is one of the critics 
He said last week that Shee­
han has "almost slammed the 
door" by acting against t-he 
party's wishes 

Sheehan and Hose were not 
at the committee meeting 
Tuesday because a town board 
meeting was held at the same 
time ' 
, Laudato was paity chairman 

for five years before he re­
signed to "run for the counts-
legislature He said last week 
that he now has extia time foi 
pa r ty > business because he 
doesn't have a job he recently 
Tiad — counsel for former st^ate 
Sen Michael Hoblock Jr , who 

/lost an flection to 'Democrat 
Neil Breslin last fall 

Eberlein said trra-^there will 
be "some reorganization" at 
the next committee meeting, as 
some positions on an executive 
committee sifbgroup are0 filled 

He expects the party to make 
a decision by "some time in 
May" on its candidates fur 
November; when 'supervisor, 
twp cotmcM seats; town/ clerk, 
one town justice, and receiver 
of taxes will be-on„the ballot. 

Tax exemption 
deadline March 1 

• GUILDERLAND -r- March 1 
is* £he deadline for Guiiderland 
School District residents .over 
age ,65 to aftply for a partial 
schoolrproperty tax exemption 
for the 1997-^8' school year. 
>*° The.exemption is based on a 
si tiling., scal e' et nd . affects 
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